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declaration of December n had shown, refuse to countenance his
deposition; but that if once he left the realm he might retain the academic
rights of a king dejure, but would virtually have abdicated. Clarendon
in London made a last desperate effort to settle James's mind by sending
to him one Belson, a moderate Roman Catholic, with the message that
"his enemies wished that he would be gone and his friends feared it".
On the evening of December 22 James received Belson, but told him he
had letters to write and would see him in the morning.

It was said that the second flight was determined by a letter which
James received from Queen Mary, but it seems clear that he had made
up his mind before he left London, and that he affected to listen to
argument merely to gain time to make his arrangements for flight. The
day after his arrival at Rochester he wrote to William Chiffinch, his own
and his brother's "confidential man", telling him to collect all portable
articles of value at Whitehall and to give them to James Graham, the
Keeper of the Privy Purse, presumably for despatch to France, and also
to Sir William Turner and Sir Benjamin Bathurst to secure his holdings
in public companies. His last words to Ailesbury were:

If I do not retire I shall certainly be sent to the Tower, and no
king ever went out of that place but to his grave. It is a cruel thing
for a subject to be driven out of his native country, much more for
a king to be driven out of his three kingdoms. ... I declare to
you that I retire for the security of my person, and I shall always
be ready to return when my subjects' eyes may be opened. All you
keep together and live in unity for my good. And my Roman Catho-
lic officers etc. I have directed them to retire and live quietly. . . .
Can you advise me to stay ?

He also left a letter addressed to Middleton giving his reasons for his
withdrawal: after reciting his grievances against William since his first
flight, the arrest of Feversham, the midnight deputation at Whitehall
and the propaganda designed "to make me appear as black as Hell to
my own people as well as to all the world besides", he says that he would
never be free in England to make good against the forces hostile to him,
and that he is withdrawing to no great distance, "but so as to be within
call when the nation's eyes shall be opened so as to see how they have
been abused and imposed upon by the specious pretences of religion and
property". We may conclude without undue conjecture that personal
fear was at least a small element in the motives underlying the second
flight: he had before him the example of his father's death, his mind had
crystallised before the Restoration and he did not see that what had been
possible forty years earlier was no longer possible, nor did he reckon